
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the January 19, 2023 meeting 

Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Cindy Westerman, Michelle McStine, Carl Lipo  
 
It was discussed in a previous meeting that the prolonged drought in 2022 created 
unfavorable conditions for spraying to control hemlock woolly adelgids (HWA), which 
limited the number of trees that could be treated. As a result, part of our budget allocation 
had not been used. It was suggested that we explore whether the unused funds could be 
encumbered beetles for biological control of the HWA could be ordered. Such orders must 
be placed months in advance so the suppliers can plan how many colonies to raise. With 
agreement from the Vestal Comptroller, $1600 of the unused 2022 funds were encumbered 
to order five colonies of HWA-eating beetles, Sasajiscymnus tsugae from Tree Savers, a 
company in Jermyn, Pennsylvania.  The colonies will be shipped in the Spring when 
conditions for shipment and release are most favorable. 

The Vestal 2023 budget posted on the Town website shows that the allocation for the CAC 
in 2023, $4750, is the same as was allocated for 2022. Decisions about the optimal locations 
for the release of the S. tsugae colonies, as well as sites for chemical spraying, will have to 
be made in the next few months. Carl suggested that the 2018 infrared aerial photos, which 
are found as a layer in the parcel maps on the Broome County GIS website, are helpful for 
discerning the distribution of non-deciduous trees, such as hemlocks.  

Curt described a recent Zoom presentation given by a staff member of the Finger Lakes 
Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM). The goal of the 
presentation was to recruit volunteers to help monitor the distribution and spread of HWA. 
Volunteers are asked to download programs to their labtops and smart phones and then 
upload the photos and survey data about HWA that they generate. This information will 
eventually be used in attempts to manage HWA statewide. 

Michelle suggested that information about the work being done to control the hemlock 
woolly adelgids be posted in parks where trees are being flagged, numbered, and sprayed. 
Orange tags are stapled to trees, marking them for later spraying. Not knowing the purpose 
of the tags, park visitors may be concerned and might even remove tags. Postings would also 
have an educational value in that they would inform visitors about the problem of HWA. 
Michelle volunteered to draft a sign. 

The nature and location of the proposed flow mountain bike trail in Jones Park was briefly 
discussed. 

The two seats on the CAC for alternate members are vacant. We should make an effort to 
recruit new members to fill them. 

It was noted that a cull of deer in the Binghamton University Nature Preserve was done 
recently to reduce the destructive effects of the tremendous deer overpopulation on the 
preserve forests. The meat was donated to a local charity. 


